NEW YORK — Health and fit-
ness guru Denise Austin has
signed a licensing agreement
wilh health and beauty aids
company CCA Industries Lo
launch a skin care line largeting
aging and damaged skin, under
the Denise Austin Skin Fit for
Life brand.

The six-item line, to launch in
January to the mass market, will
target Austin’s core audience,
which consists of 18- lo 49-year-
old women. While the line is still
under development, Ira Berman,
CCA’s chairman, said green tea
will be its key ingredient.

CCA, which makes Plus+White
toothpaste, Bikini Zone medicat-

Denise
Austin

ed cream and Solar Sense sun
care products, has not yet met
wilh retailers to discuss the line,
but it has contacied several of its
key accounts {o discuss prelimi-
nary plans, Berman said.

Ready-to-Wear/Textiles

The Kast Rutherford, N.J.-
based company has tapped Dr.
Stephen Hsu, a cell biologist at
the Medical College of Georgia
who is considered an expert on
the eflects of green tea, to {or-
mulate the line. In conjunciion
with CCA, Hsu has formulated a
proprietary formula to stimu-
late cell growth, slow the ap-
pearance of aging and help re-
duce wrinkles, Berman said.

While it’s foo early to disclose
specific details about the prod-
uets, CCA estimates they will be
priced belween $9 and $15.

On May 31, CCA, a publicly
traded company, posted f{irst-
hall sales of $31.4 million, up
4.3 percenl versus the previ-
ous year.

Austin, 47, has sold more than
20 million copies of her exercise
videos, which are sold at mass re-
Lailers such as Wal-Mart. She has
also authored {itness books, and
she appears daily on Liletime
Network’s “Denise Austins Daily
Workout.” In 2002, Austin was ap-
pointed by President Bush to the
President’s Council on Physical
Titness and Sports.

Berman said Ausiin’s follow-
ing is very loyal, since she is
“very credible.” Berman ex-
pecls Ausiin to endorse the new
skin care line in print ads and
by making public appearances.

— rea Nagel
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